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% December 2008 marked a new era ol a
intogicul disaster by s owibreak of @ vitus
it Ching, known as COVID-19, In early
2020, World Health Crganization identified
it us 0 global emergency of pohlic henlth
coTcern,

“lobally, ws of 2021, thens  hove
heen  TI02LS64  confirmed  coses  of
COVID-19,  inchuding 1,731,901 denths,
reponed 1o WHCO,

% Across the globe, India stands o wp two
with 10084 80 coses”  Acconding 1o
Ministey  of  Family Heablh Welfire
(MoFHW), (ool active cases are 2. B1L919
Lukhs with 9,71, 783 Lokh recoveries and
1A7092 Lakh fatalities with over 997 396
Lakh tests performed (I date, Recently in
December 20M, & new variant of SARS-
CoV 2 wvirus [Variom under Investigslion
(VUL-ZU212U1] has been repuried by e
United Kingdam Govermnent 1o the Warld
Health Crpanization (WH

BACKGRULND
© Therefore, from the ongoing siais, there is
# need 1o design educational programs o
increase the ¢ompliance of dental students
with wniversal precautions o minimize this

indection,

“This is done by understanding  and
determining their behavior. In this smdy.
sudents from vanous dentml colleges were
guestioned moorder o evaluate thelr geneml
kevels  of  koowledge, onitwdes, oand
perceptian in regarts o COVID-| U,

< With this background, the present spudy is
an  atiempt o elucidste  the  level of
knowiedee, their wtitude amd  perceplion

N amomge dentil students in Andim Pragdech,
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ENOWLEDGE, ATTITUDE AND PERCEPTION TOWARDS COVID-19 AMONG DENTAL STUDENTS IN ANDHRA PRADESH: A CROSS SECTIONAL STUDY
Dr. RVSSK Kinneresh, 1 MDS (Anil Neerukonda Institute of Dental Sciences)

S Onling questionneine-hised cross-sectional study.

The summpling methiod used here wias Simple Rundom  samgling
ethod thint was applied o all the 16 dentl colleges in Andhra
Pradesh and 3_.5_:.__? (31113 _.._._ﬁ_nmﬁ were chosen which are o he
baeluded in this presenl sody.

“0utof the todal 250 students enrolled in this sudy, | incomplete
response wits recorded which 18 excluded

DATA COLLECTION

A modified questionnoime with guestions compiled from previous
study “COVID-1Y:  Knowledpe, Attilude ond  Preventive
Behaviors of Medical snd Dental Students” was used in this scudy
which was adminiciered threugh Google forms, Prior permisaion
wis obained by the owin comesponding suthar of fhe stabed
article and spproval was granted, The questionmoire comprised of
4 soctions ©
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Do weinn think that only older adalis could become infiected with COVID- 159
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A 1 find ihed 1 contacied n person with [RITTES
the virws, | apree o he isolited a
home for o certain perind nntil it s
proven Uhat L e [ree froom the diseuse
Defimitely yes 124 i91.9%) 13 019.4% )
Certalnly yes 54 (80.6%) 7 (43.5%)
Mol sure Bi56A%) 3(21.4%)
Certainly no LT (THA%) 12 (10.6%)
Mustly mis 5(294%) 11 (8.1%)
If there is un wynilable lab test for
detection of COVID-19, 1 um willing Lo o.o01*
do it
Defimitely ves 49 (75.4%) 16 (24.6%)
Certainly yes 11 73,3%) 4126.7%)
Not sure 14 (66,7 %) T333%)
nklh_..-...._m T3 5 (41L.T%) Ti3E3%)
Musily no 124091.2) 12 (1HH%)
| PPRCEFTION
T discussed COVID-19 prevention with o.oog*
my lamily and [riemds
Delinitely ves 146 (80.0%; ) I8 (1104 )
Certainly ves 21 (57.9%) 16 (42.1%)
Nt sure 17 (T0.8%) TiS0.0%)
Certainly no 5 (50,0%) 5500
Mastly na 13 (100" I 0% )
1 washy my bomds regulsrely and for o
enough period. LT
Defimitely ves 142 (B8.2% ) 19118
Certainly ves 25 (67.6%) 12 (314%)
Nut sure 22 (66.7%) 11 (33.3%)
Certainly no 7 (63 6% ) 4 (3641
Mastly no T 0% ) i (0.0%
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= In aceordance with WHO, majory of
Based on the resulis in this sody,
panticipants are aware of wenring mosks
andl pruper huisd wushing are une of the
most key preventive measure which are
the pudelings gven by WHO aml also
the Tnefian Minisry.

SIn oo sdy, 313% of the
partivipants were aware that thase wath
other health problems e most Hkely (o
the from COVID-1Y mfection which 15
i e with 4 sy codductesd among
medicil  swdents o Jordan  which
shevwed 95.0% of medical studonts ulso
sy that people with chronie illness are
highly susceprible 10 being infected by

the virs,

wlIn summary, we observed boih UGs
widl PGy in Andbow Pradesh bave goosd
and moderate knowledge about COVID-
1% and none were poor. The sudy
participants also possessad good aitdes
il preventive behaviors. There were oo
ohservable  fociors  influencing  he
knowledge, atiitude  and  preventive
behnvior among the study pamicipants,

< Swdents with greater knowladge about
this ongoing COVID-19 pundemic will
have beter ottitndes towards this discase
anid Al et imvolved i more preventive
behiviors programs with “Tlealth for AL
being the beauty of our profession




