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Methods® A review of cost information for | Piscussion: POC assays have previously been demonstrated to be a potential quick and accurate alternative to RT-PCR
COVID-19 RT-PCR and POC testing ata | |2SSays for primary care screening for COVID-19 disease. Although RT-PCR remains considered the gold standard test for
diagnosis, for mass screening POC assays are significantly more economical. In addition, POC antigen-based assays can

VAMC and in the community was _ _ _ ! o _ _
generally be performed either at home or as a waived test at a medical facility such as a dental clinic. The cost differential

performed. VAMC assay costs examined

include the Alinity-m SARS-CoV-2 RT- between POC and RT-PCR assays Is further increased when one considers that RT-PCR assays must be performed in CLIA-
PCR assay and BinaxNOW POC antigen- certified laboratories for high and moderate complexity assays, which would also include the additional time to send a testing
based assay (both Abbott, Chicago IL) specimen to the laboratory. Even without this consideration, a COVID-19 screening program for a dental clinic based on POC

along with Cepheid Xpert-Xpress-CoV-2- | aSSays would be significantly less expensive (82-93% by the assays reviewed) than a screening program based on sending
Flu-RSV-Plus RT-PCR assay (Cepheid, | |SPecimens for RT-PCR testing.

Sunnyvale CA). O‘_JtSide of the VAMC, Conclusion: POC assays with reasonably high sensitivity, specificity, and reliability are significantly cheaper than RT-PCR
note_d was the median cost of RT-PCR assays. POC assays, particularly those that can be used for testing at home, may be utilized as waived testing conveniently at
testing (from the Peterson-KFF Health either the dental practice or — in the case of the assays suitable for at home testing — as testing by the patient at home prior to

System Tracker) and selected POC assay | |the dental visit. POC assays are a cost effective and solid testing method for dental clinics seeking a preprocedural screen for
guoted prices. COVID-19.
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